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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-13 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
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R011 124Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
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INFO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 
AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMCONSUL JERUSALEM 
AMEMBASSY TEL AVIV 
USMISSION USUN NY 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JIDDA 3307 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PINR, PDIP, PORG, LE, El, SA 

SUBJECT: IRISH TO REOPEN EMBASSY IN BEIRUT 

1 . IRISH CHARGE SEAN WHELAN TOLD EMBOFF THAT HE 

WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO BEIRUT AT END OF MAY TO SUPERVISE 
REOPENING OF EMBASSY THERE. WHELAN SAID THAT MOVE TO 
REOPEN BEIRUT EMBASSY IS CONNECTED WITH IRISH OFFER MADE TO 
UNSYG WALDHEIM DURING MID-APRIL VISIT TO IRELAND TO SUPPLY 
UNIFIL FULL BATALLION PLUS SUPPORT UNITS. ACCORDING TO 
WHELAN, IRISH GOVERNMENT IS WAITING FOR FORMAL REQUEST FOR 
TROOPS FROM UNITED NATIONS. 

2. EMBASSY FILES DO NOT HAVE EXTENSIVE BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 
ON WHELAN. HE HAS SERVED IN JIDDA AS FIRST SECRETARY 
SINCE MARCH 1977 AND APPEARS TO HAVE HAD BREVIOUS EXPER- 
IENCE IN BEIRUT. HE IS MARRIED (WIFE: ELIZABETH) WITH 

TWO SONS. EMBASSY WILL SNED FURTHER BIOGRAPHICAL INFOR- 
MATION WHEN AVAILABLE. 
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